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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 10/16/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Claims 1-19 have been rejected. 

The applicant argued about the features wherein a handoff scheme is employed 
to make a handoff decision depending upon whether the link quality of an alternative 
link is above or below a reference value in connection with the alternative link; a handoff 
may be performed depending upon the link quality of an alternative network, regardless 
of that of the primary network; a handoff from a mobile communication network (i.e., the 
primary link) to a portable Internet network (i.e., the secondary link) is performed if the 
link quality of the portable Internet calculated at the fifth step is higher than a second 
reference value, read upon Moon as follows; 

Moon's method discloses that in selecting the communication path/link, the 
quality of various communication links is evaluated. The link quality of existing links is 
periodically evaluated or determined using the metrics and re-routing/handoff decisions 
are made. If the link quality is below the high link quality threshold, the alternative 
communication link is established i.e. the alternative communication link is better than 
the primary communication link, therefore the alternative communication link quality is 
monitored and evaluated as well. The handoff is performed based on whether or not the 
alternative link quality is above the high link quality threshold as disclosed in Col. 13:14- 
67, Figs. 4, 5. Moon further discusses a heterogeneous communication system wherein 
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the mobile station being able to communicate with a plurality of wired and wireless 
communication networks for example IP network (an IP LAN, an IP WAN, or the 
Internet), WLAN, PSTN, GPRS and cellular networks. Moon discloses a heterogeneous 
handoff scheme as exhibited in Figs. 2-5. Moon's heterogeneous handoff scheme 
determines potential communication paths/links based on topology; determines 
appropriate metrics relating to each communication path and selects communication 
path based on the metrics as discussed in Fig. 4. Moon discloses that the link quality of 
the primary link is monitored, as it goes below the high quality threshold, the alternative 
link is selected i.e. comparison is performed if the alternative link is better or not. The 
handoff takes place, and the alternative link quality is monitored and evaluated as well. 
As the handoff scheme determines that the previous primary link quality has become 
better or is higher than the high quality link threshold, the alternative link is abandoned 
and handoff scheme goes back to the previous primary link. Therefore the 
heterogeneous handoff scheme monitors and determines the optimal paths/links based 
on the changes that occur in the heterogeneous communication systems as exhibited in 
various steps in Figs. 4-5. Further, Moon discloses that although the link quality of the 
base station link with first mobile station may be strong, the mobile station may 
determine the existence of a Bluetooth connection with second mobile station due to the 
movement of the mobile stations within proximity of one another. Based on a path 
length metric (or any other appropriate metric or metrics), first mobile station may 
determine that the call should be routed directly to the second mobile station using the 
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Bluetooth link as exhibited in Col. 15:1-10, Fig. 2. Thus Moon shows the 
aforementioned limitations. 

/BABAR SARWAR/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



